To trade unions and international human rights organisations:

Support our campaign for the release of workers arrested on May Day in Iran

2nd May 2004

As you will have been informed by the letter of Rahman Hoseinzadeh, the Secretary of our party’s Kurdistan Committee and by the letter of protest to the ILO by the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), the Islamic Republic’s security forces on May Day attacked the meeting of workers in the city of Saghez in Iran, beating up the participants and arresting a number of workers.  The May Day rally had been organised, among others, by Saghez city’s Bakery Workers Union.  According to the latest reports that we have received, those arrested include: Mahmoud Salehi, Hadi Tanoumand, Mohammad Abdi, Jalal Hosseini, Borhan Divangard, Mohsen Hakimi and Esmail Khodkam.  The houses of Mahmoud Salehi and Borhan Divangard have also been raided.

Mahmoud Salehi is a well-known labour leader, who has been repeatedly harassed and jailed by the authorities in Iran for his defence of workers’ rights three years ago, an international campaign in his defence, supported by a large number of trade unions and labour organisations worldwide, succeeded in securing his release from prison.  The latest arrests have greatly heightened the general anti-government feeling in the city.  The families of those arrested and people concerned have gathered outside one of the detention centres.

The right to celebrate May Day, the right to free speech, to organise, assemble and strike freely are among workers’ most fundamental rights.  I call on you to strongly condemn the Islamic Republic for its persecution of workers and its violation of civil rights and liberties. Your support is urgently needed to exert pressure on the government in Iran to force it to abide by internationally recognised labour rights and release those arrested immediately and unharmed.

Sincerely,

Kazem Nikkhah

Secretary,

Worker-communist Party of Iran –

Organisation Abroad 
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