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Skriv in rubriken här under:  
The Swedish Trade Union Confederation (LO-Sweden), representing 2 million workers in Sweden, strongly protests against the arrests of 40 workers during a Labour Day march in Saqez in Iran's Kurdistan Province, on Saturday 1st May 

2004. As member of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) we fully endorse the ICFTU's decision to lodge a formal complaint with the UN's International Labour Organisation which took place on May 2.

LO demands the immediate release of those arrested by the Iranian authorities. Our information is that hundreds of workers and their families had staged a peaceful rally and march in the City of Saqez, in order to celebrate Labour Day. The event was organised by the First of May Council which is an organisation of workers in Saqez, consisting of labour activists acting independently from government-controlled structures.

Among those arrested were Mr. Mahmoud Salehi, Mr. Jalal Hosseini and Mr. Hohsen Hakimi. The security forces then proceeded to raid the home of Mr. Salehi and his computer and documents were confiscated.

LO is particularly concerned by the fact that Mr. Salehi and Mr. Hakimi and met two days before their arrest with an ICFTU mission which visited Iran earlier last week. LO believes that the raid of Mr. Salehi's house and the confiscation of his computer are directly related to his contact with the ICFTU.

LO urges the Iranian Government to release the arrested workers and respect the fundamental ILO conventions.
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